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Dear Guests,

In the name of the Kalman Sultanik Confederation
House | am pleased to welcome you to the ninth
Jerusalem International Oud Festival.

This year our Festival goes far back in time and to
distant regions. Our journey in quest of eastern
musical traditions takes us to the ancient cultures
of Persia and Iragq, to distant Rajasthan in northern
India, and will also bring us pearls from the Sufi
tradition. Alongside some of the finest and most
exciting Jewish and Arab Israeli performers, we are
also hosting musicians from Turkey, Greece, France
and ltaly this year, once more offering tribute to the
Jewish poets of the Golden Age in Spain, alongside
the great artists of Arabic art and popular song. We
areincreasing cooperationandthe complexdialogue
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between religious and cultural traditions, between
ancient and modern and also between music, poetry
and literature.

Several organizations and individuals have joined
us in producing this Festival. Each of them made
their important contribution cheerfully and
wholeheartedly. Special thanks go, of course
to Kalman Sultanik, chairman of Confederation
House, without whom none of this would have been
possible.

Thanks to all of you. It is my hope that you will enjoy the
Festival at least as much as we enjoyed producing it.

Effie Benaya
Artistic Director
The Jerusalem International Oud Festival 2008
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Dear Hosts and Participants of the Jerusalem
International Oud Festival,

Greetings and blessings,

My greetings go to all participants of the Jerusalem
International Oud Festival, which has already
become an impressive tradition, so pleasing and
sweet to the ear.

Jerusalem, capital of the Jewish people, has
enjoyed uniqueness without parallel among other
citiesthankstoits greatage and impressive history,
together with its progress and innovation.

The oud, though also ancient, still has many
admirers today, touching their hearts and providing
outstanding musical pleasure. Long ago, this
instrument spread from the region of Persia and
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today receives special attention here in Jerusalem.

Music is capable of transcending borders between
peoples and nations, between persons and
individual styles. With mutualrespect, the melodies
become an impressive and wondrous symphony
pleasing to the ear.

Jerusalem honors this unique Festival and
congratulates, first and foremost, its sponsors,
who have made every effort to guarantee its
success, and all of the participants. May the
songs, the joy, the notes and the melodies be
enjoyed by all.

Sincerely,
Uri Lupolianski
Mayor of Jerusalem
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The oud and its wonderful music link together
various traditions, cultures and religions of the
Middle East. Jews were among the foremost and
finest oud players of Iraq and Egypt. Many reached
Israel and here created the marvelous synthesis
that turned the oud into an instrument that unites
all segments of the population of Israel.

Together with musical excellence, the Oud Festival
is of great importance because it brings people and
cultures closertogetherand serves asaframework
for dialogue, joint creativity and familiarity with
heritages and traditions of members of different
peoples and cultures.

| congratulate the organizers of the Festival,
particularly the staff of Confederation House
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in Jerusalem, for their achievement in creating
encounters and combinations of artists from

diverse cultures and peoples.

| also salute the expansion of the Festival beyond
its previous boundaries to include Arab cultural
centers in Nazareth and East Jerusalem. | express
my wish during this ninth Oud Festival that by
the tenth Festival we may host and exchange oud
artists and Arab vocalists from a Palestinian state,
Egypt, and Jordan, Damascus and perhaps even
Baghdad.

With warmest greetings,
Galeb Majadele
Minister of Science, Culture and Sport
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Dear friends,

| am very pleased to welcome you to the 2008
Jerusalem International Oud Festival. The
European Union is again proud to support this
wonderful festival of ethnic music, particularly
this year, 2008, which is also the European Year
of Intercultural Dialogue.

ThelnternationalOud Festivalencouragesartistic
co-operation and the sharing of common musical
heritage that is a fundamental part of Israeli
culture. This year, the festival's programme
spans Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, pays
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visits to the three monotheistic religions and
tribute to the great female vocalists.

It is this openness to diversity that has turned
the festival into one of the most fascinating and
attractive events on Israel’s cultural calendar.

Withsuchanexcitingprogrammeofperformances,
| have no doubt that the Jerusalem International
Oud Festival will again be a great success.

Ambassador Ramiro Cibrian-Uzal
Head of the European Commission Delegation
to Israel
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Dear Friends,

The Jerusalem International Oud Festival wraps up
a busy period of cultural events in the city. From the
Film Festival to the Writers' Festival at Mishkenot
Sha'ananim, the International Chamber Music Festival
and all the events of the Summer Nights Festival,
Jerusalem has taken pleasure from a vast cultural
prosperity, presenting mere samples of the wealth
of artistic creativity taking place here year round.

The Jerusalem Foundation's broad support for
cultural institutions and events throughout the city
continues through this festival as well. Culture is the
city’'s breath, transforming it into a living, vibrant city
and a magnet for artists and young people.

In Jerusalem, rich with cultures, arts and ideas,
connections are made between opposites; ties
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different from any others in the world. The Oud
Festivalisanotherexpression of the city’s uniqueness,
and here too, ties are formed between old and
contemporary sounds, eastern and western culture,
local and world artists. As every year, especially
moving are the wonderful ties between Jewish and
Arab artists, whose original, joint creations plant
seeds of hope in the hearts of their audiences. These
ties are the secret of Jerusalem’s allure, a treasure
we are honor-bound to safeguard and celebrate.

Warm congratulations to the Confederation House
staff for producing and running this wonderful festival
so successfully.

Happy Listening,

Ruth Cheshin
President of the Jerusalem Foundation
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Etti Ankri presents a tribute to Rabbi Yehuda
Halevy, doctor, philosopher and poet of the
Golden Age in Spain, author of The Kuzari, and
one of the great luminaries of Jewish culture
of all ages.

The performance will include original
melodies set to well known and less familiar
poems, performed by one of the most
fascinating artists in contemporary Hebrew
culture, who has repeatedly demonstrated
her talent for combining the personal with the
universal, and her ability to create new works
from a combination of old and new materials.
The texts selected for this performance
focus upon the poet’'s personal and national
conversation with his maker. They display not
only his marvelous skill as a poet but also the
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biblical wealth at his disposal as a member
of the Jewish people. From this wealth he
describes the poverty of a soul longing for the
Temple. The tension between this longing and
literary freedom and sweetness strengthens
the sense of the connection to an eternal
source.

Participants:

Etti Ankri - vocals, guitar and musical composition
Patrick Sebag - musical production, sampler
Eli Zeruya-guitar,oud|Erez Mounk-percussion
Tzur Ben Zeev - bass | Eyal Sela - flutes

Ariel Alaev - accordion

[ The performance will be broadcast live on
Reshet Gimmel ]
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Popular songs alongside some of the best
loved songs by great composers from
different Arabic cultures—from the Egyptians
Um Kalthum and Abd al-Wahab to Fairuz in
Lebanon, Nazim al-Ghazali in Irag and Abd
al-Wahab ad-Dukali in Morocco, among many
others. These are performed by Dalal Abu
Amna, acclaimed by the greatest musicians
in the Arab world thanks to her unique voice,
which combines classical Arabic nobility with
the clarity of folksong; Palestinian folksong in
particular. It is no easy task bringing together
classical Egyptian tarab, modern Lebanese
classics and the folk music of different Arab
cultures and performing each song in its own
particular style—but Dalal is imminently
suited to this thanks to her rare vocal skills.
With great love and rare talent, she transports
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her listeners on a journey on the “flying carpet”
(from the title of the song by Farid al-Atrash,
Busatar-rih) and offers them the many different
hues of several styles of Arabic music.

Participants:

Dalal Abu Amneh - vocals and artistic editing
Samer Bshara - musical direction, ganun
Bashir Asdi - violin | "Adnan Sam’an - violin
Yusef Makhoul - violin | Srur Saliba - violin
Ali Bakri - violin | “Alaa "Azam - oud

Jamil Bishtawi - nai | Hisham Khouri - bass
Raymond Dau - keyboards, accordion

Walid Kayyal - darbuka | Botros Khouri -
frame drum | Nayef Sirhan - percussion

Tal at Sabit - chorus | Rami lbrahim - chorus
Suheir Francis - chorus | Hanan Sam'an - chorus
Dr. ‘Anan "Abbasi - composition
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Busat-ar-rih (The Flying Carpet)

A Journey among the Great Composers of Arabic Music
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Some time ago the connection was broken
between the human voice and instruments
in Jewish sacred music—a link that is now
renewed in this performance by the Yonah
Ensemble, which attempts to reconstruct
the shared foundation of the sacred music of
Judaism and Islam. This time the ensemble
does so by tracing the link between the
Cabalistic poetry of R. Yosef Haim and
segments of Sufi poetry and music from
Pakistan. Ecstatic Sufi-Arabic music and
Jewish music from the East revitalize one
another here, bringing to the stage another
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aspect of Jewish culture from Pakistan and
Iraq.

Participants:

Haviva Pedaya - concept, researchand musical
direction | Yehuda Ovadia Ptaya - vocals
Naor Carmi - yali tambur

Eliyahu Digmi - saz and oud

Asaf Zamir - percussion

Guest artists:
Peretz Eliyahu - tar
Mark Eliyahu - kamanja, baglama
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This  re-acquaintance between Sicilian
folksongs and their Arab roots is also a
meeting betweenlslamic, Christianand Jewish
cultures that renews the powerful dialogue
between them and the manner through which,
together, they created the musical traditions
of the Middle East.

The Sicilian landscapes echoin these religious
songs, songs of work, lullabies, dance songs
and love songs, reflecting bare hillsides
alongside breathtaking coastlines. Israeli
vocalist of Italian heritage Charlette Shulamit
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Ottolenghi and composer Orazio Corsaro are
joined by percussionist Abe Doron and oud
player Loay Khlefe. Each of these virtuosos
brings an individual idiom to their shared work
that together create a new harmony, with roots
deep in the past and sounds holding promise
for the future.

Participants:

Charlette Shulamit Ottolenghi - vocalist
Orazio Corsaro - accordion and zampogna
Yoel Ben Simchon - oud | Abe Doron - percussion
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Aram Zoba, today’s Aleppo in northern Syria,
one of the most ancient and illustrious Jewish
communities of the Middle East, enjoyed the
extensive, varied and continuous activity
of paytanim who, toward the end of the 19"
century, moved with the Jews of Aleppo
to the Land of Israel and to America. This
performance, which features paytan Moshe
Habusha, one of the greatest paytanim of
our generation, emphasizes the connection
between this important and exquisite tradition
of piyyut and the Islamic musical tradition of
Aleppo, regarded as one of the most ancientin
the Arab world.
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Participants:

Moshe Habusha-vocalsand oud,accompanied
by a chorus

Elad Gabbai - ganun | Elad Harel - oud

Yosef Haim Harel - percussion

Musical direction - Elad Gabbai | Academic
consultant - Dr. Kumiko Yamama-Bar Yosef
Production director - Prof. Edwin Seroussi

This program is produced by the Center for the
Study of Jewish Music at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, in cooperation with the Center for the
Study of Aram Zoba Jewry at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and the website “Invitation to Piyyut”
founded by the Avi Chai Foundation.
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Song Of Al'am ZOba Past and Present in the Piyyut of Aleppo
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A Summit of Virtuosos and Musical Traditions
It is not Yurdal Tokcan’s exemplary technique
that won him the title of doyen of oud players
in Turkey, rather, his deep musical sensitivity
and his unusual improvisations—rare in a
musical landscape that promotes technical
virtuosity over expressiveness and feeling.

In this performance he is joined by Israel
percussionist Zohar Fresco, Cretan lyra player
Kelly Thoma, and widely known musician
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Ross Daly—one of the most important and
influential world music artists, founder of the
Labyrinth Musical Workshop, student of the
great master Costas Mountakis and director of
the cultural program for the 2004 Olympics.

Participants:

Yurdal Tokcan - oud | Ross Daly - Cretan lyra
Zohar Fresco - percussion

Kelly Thoma - Cretan lyra
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Yurdal Tokcan, Ross Daly and Zohar Fresco
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The sacred and secular songs of the Jews
of Iran, as well as their piyyutim, are facing
oblivion. They have barely been documented,
and the style of prayer adopted by Persian
Jews in their synagogues today has diverged
from Persian tradition. Many of the younger
members of the Persian community are no
longer familiar with the tradition of their
forefathers, which has roots in the Second
Temple period dispersion and in ancient
Persia.

In recent years vocalist, composer, and
researcher Maureen Nehedar has been
documenting, preserving and offering new
performances of this complex tradition. She
has collected piyyutim, engagement and
wedding songs, lullabies and harvest songs,
among others, in Hebrew and Persian—a rare
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treasure from a tradition that is disappearing,
selected gems of which are offered at this Oud
Festival in a world premier, accompanied by
the Nehedar Ensemble and exceptional guest
artists from Israeland abroad. Alongside these,
lyrics by the greatest Jewish poets of the Golden
Age will be presented in new works composed
by Nehedar in ancient Persian modes.

Participants:

Maureen Nehedar - vocals, research,
production and musical arrangement

Amos Hoffman - oud, guitar

Oren Fried - percussion | Yagi Malka - cello
Dolev Solomon - bass

Peretz Eliyahu - Persian tar

Mark Eliyahu - kamanja

Rali Margalit - cello

Persian Piyyut Sung by Maureen Nehedar

21:00
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With the trends toward women'’s liberation in
the world came a dramatic shift in awareness
among women in the Arab world. Many achieved
influential positions as lecturers, journalists,
editors, researchers and translators. The
program “Voices from the Other Sea” marks
the publication of an anthology with this title
and presents, for the first time in Hebrew, the
impressive potential of the female voice in the
Arab world.

21
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Participants:

Rafi Weichert - moderator

Prof. Ami Elad Buskila - volume editor

Pichi Yehoram ben Meir, Hava Pinhas-Cohen,

Yael Globerman, and Amira Hass - readings from
the anthology

Nidaa Khouri - guest poet

Yarona Caspi and Oded Gadir - musical
composition and performance of poems from
the anthology
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Erkan Ogur, violinist and physicist, began
his artistic career in the world of Western
classical music. After becoming acquainted
with the traditional music of his homeland,
Turkey, and with its typical stringed
instruments, he devoted himself to its
performance, noting its similarities to rock
music and jazz. Ismail Demircioglu, bass
classicalvocalist, graduated from the Istanbul
Conservatory and here sings old and new
songs in a personal style and with a virtuosity
of rare harmonious richness and color.

Both ofthese great Turkish musicians present

23
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this performance of songs of the ashik,
ballads hundreds of years old that were sung
by these wandering troubadours of Anatolia.
The duo performs the songs in lyrical and
expressive contemporary interpretations,
accompanied by improvisations influenced
by Sufi music—a combination through which
they have created a new genre of Turkish folk
music.

Participants:
Erkan Ogur - vocals and kopuz
Ismail Demircioglu - vocals and divan saz

21:00
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Pop King in the Age of Arab Classics

Abd al-Halim Hafez, known as the “black
nightingale,” was one of the most popular
stars of song and film in Egypt and throughout
the Arab world. In combining Arab classical
and art music with popular music, he laid
the cornerstone for Arab pop music. In this
special tribute, the Tarshiha Orchestra, under
the direction of Taiseer Haddad, accompanied
by some of the most talented and best known
local soloists, will perform selected songs
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fromtherich repertoire of Abd al-Halim Hafez.
Some ofthese songswillbe performed here for
the first time in original vocal arrangements
for chorus by the orchestra’s director.

Participants:

Tarshiha Orchestra

Taiseer Haddad - conductor and musical
director

Soloists: Majed Ibilini | Adrian Haddad
Elias M aiki | Shadi Dakur | Wourud Jubran

21:00
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What is the attraction of Sufi mysticism?

How and why does interest in Sufi mysticism
enjoy steady growth among Israelis?
These and other questions are addressed
during this evening honoring the anthology
entitled The Sufis, edited by Sara Sviri.
This is a Hebrew language collection of
unprecedented scope that includes some
of the most important literature of Sufi
circles. The participants, all deeply involved
in Sufi mysticism, will present the texts
closest to their hearts from the anthology,
accompanied by vocals and instrumentals
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by composer and oud player Samir Mahoul.

Participants:

Dr. Sara Sviri

Sufi Sheikh Abd as-Salam Munasara
Rabbi Menahem Fruman

Cabala researcher Melila Helner
Avraham Alkayam, founder of the Tarigat
Ibrahimiya

poet Tamir Greenberg

composer and oud player Samir Mahoul
editor, presenter and moderator - the poet
Binyamin Shvili
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To the Land of the Hearts

An Evening Devoted to Sara Sviri's Book: The Sufis
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Ottoman instrumental works, composed for
the Ottoman rulers and first documented
in the 17%" century, that have not been
performed for centuries, are restored to life in
contemporary interpretations by three world-
renowned virtuosi: Derya Tiirkan, Turkey's
foremost kamanja player, acclaimed Turkish
cellist Ogur Isik, and composer and jazz and
classical musician Renaud Garcia-Fons, who
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has been dubbed the “Paganini of the double
bass.”

The rich musical background of each of these
three gifted musicians is perceptible in every
note and phrase.

Participants:
Derya Tiirkan - kamanja | Ogur Isik - cello
Renaud Garcia-Fons - bass
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Derya Tiirkan, Renaud Garcia-Fons and Ugur Isik
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Three Religious Backgrounds - One Musical
Culture

Atribute totheartisticactivityandvocal legacy
of three of the greatest female vocalists in the
history of Arabic song in the Middle East and
internationally.

Born in Haifa, Violet Salameh has become
popular among fans of classical Arabic art
songs and has worked together with some
of the greatest composers in the Arab world.
No vocalist could better meet the challenge
of standing in the shoes of these three
great female vocalists. In this performance,
Salameh will perform some of their most
representative songs of different genres in
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original musical arrangements by Taiseer
Haddad.

Participants:

Violet Salameh - vocalist

Munir Bsharat, Bashir Asadi and Adnan
Samaan - percussion

Ziwar Bahlul - keyboards

Elias Kassis - oud | ‘Isa "Awad - ganun
Alfred Hajjar - nai

Francois Hil - cello | Hisham Khouri - bass
Ramzi Bsharat - drum

‘Azmi ‘Amuri - darbuka

Taiseer Haddad - conductor and musical
director

D17172-D1N1 INAINDN ,TN1IN XNT7'7

o JSJS e‘ 9 Ol..g..a.ui db.a ulgl

Layla Mourad, Asmahan and Um Kalthum

21:00 Tuesday | sl ags | nuryw Dp* 2.12.08

2w NN - O'WA [INONN
s 7 e — udl) = e o/
Jerusalem Theater - Sherover Theater -

' <
u @ 7R 1'T1707 071X VAN ; o

www.confederationhouse.org | 02-6245206:70 | 1"X172117 11 :0'DIAY



J1'17Vi 11§7'01N1 01D D'7V1211 17111 D'YTANTI
WTNN 11727 70771 TIX D'1'NTN DNXiT 121117 M12N1 01l
ITTIX 011 X7 D71YNY '0D TV 1§j7'010i TIX

:D"ANnwn
7{77'01n 7101 7Y - TV 001
1777010 7101 11IXj7 - AYN XN
111" - X170 1D

DINDN{7 - 7X¥'7'1 AN

71711 - 1IN *TXA

W7 70 - 1N7X 17

dl.;,n ‘55 QTEJQ;AJ‘} L.J:'):‘j‘d‘ L'J:)j;j.aj\ U= ULJJ\
sale) ) seeadl d8,a) seai duyall daasall
?j Agama Jae ) gaas 4y 2l ‘sﬁﬂ.m_j.nll —al&as)

JaE O Lgdyay

1098 ldial)

:\T.\Q:u.u}.e EJ\J!} A9 - E.U.G Y
Aaigasa 5)la) 5 O 938 - @S 4 Ol g
OlaS - Liadaa g o

ol 3368 - pSwaladan slaa

G0 - Ua gald

ela) - Galgl il

The works of the Watar Musical Ensemble
seek to transport their listeners on a journey
from Egyptian tarab to Sufi meditations, from
East to West, from tight ensemble playing to
solo virtuosity.

From the depths of Arabic classical style, the
members of Watar raise a new, daring and
authentic voice.

The musical directors of the ensemble, which
was founded in 2006 and has since enjoyed
great admiration and enthusiastic reviews,
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are Wasim Oda and Maharan Miraeb—two of
the most fascinating and unusual composers
of Arabic music today.

Participants:

Wasim Oda - oud and musical direction
Maharan Miraeb - ganun and musical
direction

Srur Saliba - violin | Haggai Bilitzky - bass
Fadi Hanah - bouzouk

Lev Elman - percussion
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Mystical Poems and Love Songs, Songs of
Wandering and Epics from Northern India
Works from the rich repertoire of the
Manghaniyar and the Langa, castes of
musicians and poets of Rajasthanin northern
India; clear as gemstones and hard as a
desert rock. Though they became Muslims
in the 16th century, their art remains closely
tied to the Hindi tradition and culture of the
Rajput Brahmins, who they continued to
serve.

The performance presents works from the
rich and incredibly varied repertoire of the
Manghaniyar and the Langa: songs dedicated
to Krishna, songs of marriage, birth, dance
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and rain, epics of chivalry and songs of love
and separation. These works form a living
guide to the history of the inhabitants of
Rajasthan and attest to a rich and glorious
tradition now in danger of disappearing.

Participants:

Anwar Khan Manghaniyar - vocalist
Bundu Khan Langa - vocalist

Gazi Khan Barna - kartal and ensemble
management

Firoze Khan Manghaniyar - dholak
Ghewar Khan Manghaniyar - kamandje
Mehruddin Khan Langa - satara, sarangui,
morchang
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Members of the Board of Directors
Chairman and Founder Mr. Kalman Sultanik | Dr. Avraham Avi-hai | Mr. Eli Eyal | Mr. Morris Borsuk | Mrs. Barbara Goldstein

Mr. Alan Hoffmann | Mrs. Bernice S. Tannenbaum | Mr. Paul Lenga | Mr. Samuel Sultanik | Mrs. Ora Sela | Mr. Noach Flug
Mr. Rami Kornblum | Mr. Yitzhak Rogow
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